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notify the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the following documents for the above-identified 
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PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B, copy of the International Search Report (ISR) and a German 
Office action dated July 20, 2004 issued in the corresponding applications are provided herewith. 
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Application No: 10/573,273 
Information Disclosure Statement 

Attorney Docket No: 3926.245 

1. PUTATUNDA S K: ''Development of austempered ductile cast iron (ADI) with 
simultaneous high yield strength and fracture toughness by a novel two-step 
austempering process," Materials Science & Engineering, 2001, pages 70-80, Vol. 
A3 15, Lausanne, CH (in English) 

2. WO 00/47362 Al (in English) 

3. KOVACS SR B V: "Development of austempered ductile iron (ADI) for 
automobile crankshafts," Joumal of Heat Treating, 1987, pages 55-60, Vol. 5, No. 
1, Springer- Verlag, New York (in EngUsh) 

4. EP 0 968 868 Al (in Enghsh) 

5. English abstract of JP 59 129730 A 

6. US 6,258,180 81 

7. DE 93 07 468 Ul (has English-language equivalent application US 5,573,580) 

8. ROHRIG K: "ADI - Eigenschaften, Bauteilentwicklung und Anwendungen," 
Giesserei-Praxis, 2002, pages 289-297, Germany 

9. KOVACS B V: "Gefuge und Bezeichnungen von bainitischen Gulieisen mit 
Kugelgraphit (ADI)," Giesserei-Praxis, 1996, pages 32-36, Germany 

10. HORNUNG ET AL.: "Produktentwicklung von gegossenen Kraftfahrzeug- 
Bauteien," VDI-Zeitschrift, 1987, pages 97-105, Vol. 129, No. 2, Germany 

Documents 1-6 were cited in the ISR. Documents 7-10 were cited in the German Office 
action dated July 20, 2004. No English translation is available for documents 8-10. Documents 
7-10 were cited in the German Office action dated July 20, 2004 as additional references 
disclosing different cast iron (axle, gearwheel) and for the gearwheel the endurance strength 
rising surface is treated through radiation; thus, ADI according to the prior art is carbide free in 
its basic structure. 
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Application No: 10/573,273 



Information Disclosure Statement 



Attorney Docket No: 3926.245 



The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of 
the first Office Action on the merits, therefore no Certification Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) is required. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicants do not 
waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
hsted document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

AppUcants respectfully request that the Usted documents be considered by the Examiner 
and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Forms 
PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B be retumed in accordance with MPEP §609. 



Date: August 1,2006 




Registration No. 56,150 
Customer No. 30448 
Akerman Senterfitt 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Phone: 561-653-5000 
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